
Which aspects of Havant have annoyed you most in the past year? 
 

“Traffic congestion in North Street and Elm Lane.” 

“Fast food litter” 

“The local councilors” 

“Worry about the possible building on the two East Pallant car parks and the 

council's lack of consideration of the responses.  Lack of committment to the town 

centre for retail - instead shifting it to Solent Way. Lack of care and interest in 

maintaining the Havant Park playground. Seeming no inspections, no reply when 

broken equipment reported, repairs not completed leaving children at risk. 

Equipment out of action for months, fenced off. Seeming lack of interest in 

maintaining the historic buildings and character, especially in East Street.  Little 

action taken on parking enforcement. Double yellow lines outside and opposite 

Barclays frequently parked on / Disabled bays on Beechworth Rd used for post 

office collections and Gas Vans early mornings - I could go on......” 

“Too many empty shops and lack of accessible disabled parking mean we now 

avoid Havant” 

“Poor cycle for recycling and refuse collection. Lack of determination to bring the 

shopping centre back to life. East Street looking 'run down'.” 

“The traffic jams in and around Havant and the sheer volume of traffic at peak 

times.  Unfinished building works such as the area in West Street near the Post 

Office.” 

“Lack of simple TLC by Norse (HBC) for Havant Town, such as painting/replacing 

bollards, renewing broke information board, fixing paving, cleaning and 

repairing/replacing seating. Town Centre public realm creates pride, encourages 

trade and visits, jobs and prosperity.” 

  



“The lack of development of closed down shops and derelict areas such as the site 

of Streets etc., the area of land behind the bus station fronting onto West Street.” 

“The grant of planing permission to the shops and flats to the south of the station 

in Market Parade with no progress. I did not approve of the plans but again the lack 

of Development gives a poor view of Havant when visitors exit Havant Station. And 

that we are crying out for social housing.”  

“In reply to the question above [Should East Street be considered part of the Town 

Centre]: I don't want to say yes or no. It is an unfair question, just as Brexit was. It 

needs qualifying. The Civic Society was mainly started because a scheme was put 

forward for East Street several years ago. The scheme was very contentious. It 

depends, if the (interesting, old, characterful) buildings in East Street are kept I do 

not mind them being tastefully renovated for housing.” 

“Traffic jams in and around, East, North Street and the back of the Meridian Centre. 

Blockages from the Retail Park along Solent Road and up to and around the main 

roundabout leading to Hayling. This is a major problem, people have been known 

to wait a considerable amount of time around these areas.” 

“The lack of improvement to the appearance of East St, it’s an absolute eyesore and 

an embarrassment To locals and visitors,  Another item which is impinging on the 

quality of daily life in Havant is the increased volume of traffic as a result of the 

Solent Retail outlet.”    

“The permission given to change the usage of the White Hart into a garish gambling 

den, undermining the historical and aesthetic ethos of the town...and now its upper 

storeys being turned into flats with no parking facilities except the nearby streets.” 

“Brownfield sites that remain derelict and undeveloped.” 

“White Hart, West Street void, garage conducting business in the road in Twittens 

Way, condition of footbridge Havant station” 

“Traffic congestion Park Road N/S, Solent Road, Budd's Farm.  New Lane Level 

Crossing.  Lack of identity for Town centre.” 

“Amount of food waste/cartons. The empty, almost derelict area between the 

railway station and the main shopping area.” 

“Derelict properties. Shabby, run-down air of neglect. Growing traffic issues.” 



“The regular traffic jam in North Street and Elm Grove most afternoons. The 

increasing number of empty premises.” 

“Town centre dying, with too much emphasis on developing the Solent Road 

complex. That's made worse by the car park charges in the town centre. They are 

unnecessary, and force people to Solent Road. (NB This is not a suggestion to 

impose charges at Solent Road.) Cars parking on the double yellow lines outside 

Barclays Bank.” 

“Playground just painted not renewed” 

“Traffic especially at railway crossings and the centre of Havant. Lack of 

infrastructure to support new housing developments.  Empty retail outlets in town 

centre especially faux shop fronts. Littering / dog fouling.” 

“Litter and weeds not being attended to.  Plus cigarette butts still littering the area.” 

“General decay throughout the town” 

“The decay of historical buildings and features. East Street is a disgrace.  With young 

children, Havant Park has also been extremely disappointing with much equipment 

out of action for much of the year and only a rudimentary makeover offered 

recently to parts of the equipment. The play park should be a flagship example 

given its central location and the number of residents it serves.” 

“Closed and empty shops, Havant Park play area” 

“Continued lack of action on the many sites of dereliction in the town centre area, 

including the station approaches, West Street 'shop fronts' and East Street.” 

“The traffic bottleneck at the A27 - into Solent Retail Park and onto Hayling.  The 

sheer number of houses being built without the travel infrastructure being updated 

to cope with the volume of cars. The terrible (and dangerous) conditions that the 

cycle lanes are in: industrial debris, broken glass, potholes, sunken drains, 

overhanging hedges.” 

 

“Traffic around Solent Road. I am happy this additional retail has been brought to 

Havant but I don't think the infrastructure can take the additional traffic these 

stores have created.” 

 

“Protracted progression of planning permissions and subsequent development , 

especially for "eyesore" sites, eg East Street and the moribund Arcade.” 



 

“The vast amount of food outlets” 

 

“Dilapidated pedestrian footbridge over the railway line which gives a very poor 

impression of Havant made worse by the failure to maintain hedging which means 

at the North side the width of the footpath is reduced by about 50%.” 

 

“Lack of safe pedestrian crossing on Elmleigh Road. There is no traffic island or 

pedestrian crossing for users of the station or the footbridge from the centre for 

access to Havant College or the Plaza or the health facilities at the top of Leigh 

Road. There is also a facility for disabled young people on Leigh Road who are 

frequently taken to the centre in wheel chairs.” 

 

“Run down state of Market Parade and excess of fast food outlets.” 

 

  



Which aspects of Havant have pleased you most in the past year? 
 

“The reopening of the Gazebo Garden.” 

“New businesses on East Street” 

“The fact that the White Hart seems to have failed!” 

“The Gazebo is great. East Street and the area around Homewell is great.  We like 

Staunton. Havant library is great.  Meridian holiday entertainment is excellent.  

Shame the Spring haven't continued the Literary festival which Mr Dawes was 

instrumental in. The Ghost walk was brilliant.” 

“Events at The Spring” 

“The Billy Line and the open fields.” 

“Access to shops, good transport links, The Spring and the library. Shops at Solent 

Road.” 

 “A vibrant and successful Spring Arts and Heritage Centre, at the eastern end of the 

diverse and busy retail, entertainment and business area that is naturally within the 

town centre, and it is called East Street.” 

“The upkeep of the Gazebo Gardens. The efforts of Havant Civic Society. The 

excellent programme etc. at The Spring Arts and Heritage Centre. The 

improvements that St. Faith's Church have made to the their hall and the new cafe.” 

“Billy Trail, walks, cycling around” 

“Not a lot..but it’s good to see the emergence of a few small, individual retail shops, 

let’s hope the council don’t drive them out with excessive rents.” 

“Coastal location.” 

“Outreach programme at The Spring, Plans for the copse at Bosmere School. 

Restoration of the Gazebo Garden.” 

“Public transport, Library, The Spring, Access to shops. I am within walking distance 

of town centre and Solent Road” 

“The wide programme of events and activities at The Spring.” 



“The Spring Arts and Heritage Centre is a gem. Good library. Horizon Leisure 

Centre, Easy local transport links.” 

“The good public transport links. The Havant library, The facilities of the Spring” 

“The Spring. The West Street market.” 

“Library is great” 

“Cycle path alongside Warblington School. The Wheelwright's Arms.” 

“Being able to sit in Havant park in the nice weather.” 

“The Park, Waitrose, The Old House pub” 

“Havant’s general bustle in the town (people clearly spending money and utilising 

services) and the new Solent Road shopping area’s success.” 

“The Springs” [sic] 

“Excellent transport links, proximity to nearby countryside and shorelines. East 

Street gems “of The Spring and the Gazebo Garden.” 

“The lovely surrounding countryside, walks and views. The wildlife so close to town 

where we live is astounding, some of which I have never even heard, let alone see 

before: buzzards, owls, doormice.” 

 

“That finally some new shops have opened bringing some much needed life back to 

the this part of town, still lots of work to do though.” 

 

“Improvement in cleaniness of streets and public places” 

 

“The open space of the park” 

 

“The railway service and the access it gives to coast, other towns and cities and 

airports is exceptional” 

 

“The wide selection of shops in the Meridian Centre, West Street and Solent Retail 

Park” 

 

“Havant Park - use every day for exercising dog and as a very pleasant short cut to 

shops” 

 



 

 


