
Good evening, 

 

My name is Bob Comlay and I am here as chairman of the Havant Civic Society 

representing the concerns of our members, many of whom are registered with the 

Bosmere Medical Practice.   

 

I also currently serve as a member of the Bosmere Medical Practice ‘Patient 

Participation Group (PPG)’ which represents a community of over 19,000 Havant 

residents.   

 

Despite the scale of that community, the PPG appears not to fall under the Council 

definition of ‘an interested community group’ and has therefore not been invited to 

contribute to this forum.   

 

The Bosmere Medical Practice is a long established practice which has roots going 

back long before my arrival in Havant forty five years ago.  Older residents will 

remember Dr's Thomas, Cummins and Pearson, and more recently Mike Maclean, 

David Melville and Ben Bracegirdle. 

 

The practice adopted its current name when it moved from Havant Health Centre 

into the new, purpose-built surgery in Solent Road in 2007, a project funded by the 

then senior partners.  

 

Since that move, the patient list has grown steadily year on year, from 14,700 in 

2007, to the current total of 19,370.  Had I been able to show the slides prepared 

with this deputation, you would have seen that this represents almost a steady 3% 

growth, year on year.  Given the catchment area of the practice and the growth in 

population planned in the Havant Borough Local Plan 2036, we can safely predict 

that this rate of growth will continue.  

 

When the premises opened in 2007, traffic in Solent road was not an issue, indeed 

when the surgery car park overflowed, street parking was still possible.  However, 

the development of the second phase of the Solent Road Retail Park, together with 

the increase in commuter traffic from the Southmoor employment sites, notably 

SSE, has completely changed the traffic profile.   

 

  



Solent Road now regularly approaches gridlock at peak times, coinciding inevitably 

with the peak surgery hours of the practice. These hours are fixed and cannot be 

changed, the core hours being mandated under the NHS contract as 8:00am til 

6:30pm. 

 

While we appreciate that Portsmouth Water own the land on which the site access 

road is proposed, it is important for the developers to appreciate that the Solent 

Road entrance has been used exclusively by GP surgery and pharmacy traffic for 

the past twelve years. 

 

On an average day, the 50 on-site staff at the surgery manage around 650 patient 

appointments, many of which will also include parents, children, partners or carers.  

A significant number of 'non-appointment' visits are also made daily, including visits 

to clinics and to the pharmacy.  The majority of these visits are made either by car 

or taxi, most for reasons of age, illness or infirmity. 

 

A recent survey of incoming traffic to the site, undertaken by the PPG at the early 

morning peak time, logged 99 vehicles in the space of 90 minutes.  It is hard to see 

how appointment punctuality can be maintained if this patient traffic is forced to 

compete with the new employment and commercial traffic proposed. 

 

Havant Civic Society’s primary concern with this proposal is that as currently drawn 

it changes site access to the surgery and pharmacy from a dedicated cul-de-sac into 

another peak time town centre bottleneck.  Queuing through-traffic to the new 

employment sites will inevitably impact access and parking at the surgery and the 

pharmacy.  

 

Our request to the developers and planners is this: 

 

Please take a wider view of the site access infrastructure requirement for the full 

Portsmouth Water Company site.  Routing new commercial access through what is 

currently a dedicated access to a large and growing medical centre will have a 

detrimental effect on both patient access and Solent Road traffic.  

 

We ask that you consider the serious impact that the current proposals will have on 

the operation of the surgery and route all new residential and employment access 

from Brockhampton Road to the west and West Street to the north.  

 

Thank you. 


